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The following suggestions can easily fill several lessons for this story if you want your 

students to get enough speaking time and feedback from at least three classmates. 

There are general suggestions for classroom use at the end of this document. 

The story is easy for beginners to understand (although advanced learners enjoy it, 

too). But beginners vary greatly in their speaking and writing skills. So use and adapt 

these ideas to suit your students. 

 

Before watching: prediction 

• This story starts with an animal. What animal do you think it is? 

o No, it isn’t a cat. No, not a dog ...  

• It is a very small animal (use hands to show size).  

• A long tail (use hands to show tail, use face to suggest a gnawing mouth and 

twitching nose – someone will probably suggest MOUSE in one language or 

another).  

• Yes, it is a mouse!  

 

Watch the video Frightened Mouse 

mailto:tales@tellatale.eu
https://www.tellatale.eu/tales/all-tales/frightened-mouse/

	Before watching: prediction
	While watching: encourage physical participation
	While watching: encourage verbal participation
	While watching, encourage prediction

	Speaking
	Vocabulary
	Storytelling
	What did Richard do to keep us listening?
	Read the skeleton (can be done in class, more advanced students may be able to do this alone)
	Choral retelling in next lesson

	Group work – discussion, design and writing
	The magician advertises his services

	Drama
	Roles
	Text
	Performance space

	Cultural enrichment
	Testing
	Resources
	Student tasks
	Write your own skeleton of the story “The Frightened Mouse”

	Worksheet: Gestures and facial expressions
	Write the words below the right picture
	Practice showing feelings

	General note on using Activity Teaching Packs
	Logistics of partner and small group work – in class and online
	A few examples for assigning partners (for a class of 30)
	For assigning into small groups (for a class of 30)


